
Thegoodnewsabout2010is that the
globaleconomywill startpickingup
again.

Nextyear,however,willbringa lot
morechangethananeconomicone.
Itwillbeametamorphosis formany
youngpeople,whowillwant to leave
their mothers’ homes way before
theygetmarried.Manywill actually
go abroad to study. And others will
find that post-secondary studying,
and studying in general, is cool.

IssueeightofPhasemagazine,out
with the Times tomorrow – and all
its past issues that have been put
together young non-conformists
and opinion-influencers – is for
thosewhoare thirsty for inspiration;
for thosewhoneedsomethingchal-
lenging to tickle their creativeness;
for those who aren’t afraid of
change, and mostly for those who
want tobe ahead in the race.

The year 2010 will also witness a
re-birth of the capital of Valletta.
Thanks to many young artists and
people with a broad spectrum of
vision, it will rise up from the dust
and transform into a hub of art and
culture. There will be many more
book reading events, exhibitions,
talented musicians’ live perfor-
mances and plays. With its breath-
takingviews,andhistorywhispering
out of every stone, and with the old
university building opening up for
full-timecourses,Vallettawillattract
moreyoung(andart-loving)people
to goand live there.

Nevertheless, thebiggestmiracle
in2010willbeginwithyoungpeople
–GenerationY, the iPhone,Twitter,

and Facebook generation and its
determination to change – to learn
more andmove to anext phase.

Phase’scareerandeducationsec-
tions have taken a break in issue
eight. What with the upcoming
examsandthe festivitiesbefore that,
big talkonstudyingandprofessions
would have been a bore. For that
reason tomorrow’s issue has dedi-
cated its pages to local talent again.
Phase featuresnotonlypaintersand
sculptors this time, but also fashion
designers, 3D designers and cook-
ingwizards.

Somearticles in tomorrow’s issue
have now been extended with
audio-visual material which can be
viewedonphase.com.mt. Formore
informationaboutphasee-mailedi-
tor@phase. com.mt.
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Change:Theonlyconstant

However, the explanation being
suggestedwithinsomecircles is that
Dr Debono was angry at a rumour
that SpeakerLouisGalea,whocon-
tests the same hotly fought district,
might be reappointed toCabinet to
fill the seat of soon-to-be European
Commissioner JohnDalli.

However, in the firstofficial state-
mentabout theaffair sinceMonday,
PN secretary general Paul Borg
Olivier indirectly denied that Dr
Debonowasangeredat theprospect
of competition inhisdistrict. “More
than a year ago, upon his personal

initiative,hesuggestedthat theparty
shouldput inall itsefforts toconsol-
idate the teamon the fifthdistrict at
all levelsof theparty structures, and
thereforeanycomments to thecon-
trary areuntrue.”

He went on to praise the MP:
“FrancoDebonoisaMemberofPar-
liamentwhohasbroughtnewideas
to the party particularly in the field
of justice and the environment.

“His legal expertise and experi-
ence as a lawyer have led him from
thegrass-roots tothebenchesofPar-
liamentandhehasalwaysservedhis
constituents in their best interest
both before and after being elected

as Member of Parliament through-
out the past 12 years of political
activitywith theNationalist Party.

“He is particularly and positively
vociferousonenvironmental issues
andontheneedofabetterqualityof
life through improved amenities in
hiscommunitywithadeepsenseof
justice towardshis electors.

“Theparty ismore thanconfident
that inhis recentelectionbyhiscol-
leagueNationalistMembersofPar-
liament to chair the Parliamentary
Committee on the Codification of
the Laws of Malta, Dr Debono will
best serve the post in the national
interest,” saidDrBorgOlivier.

PNpraisesFrancoDebono
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Thedeadline for thesubmissions for
theMalta TelevisionAwards is Jan-
uary15,MermaidMediaEntertain-
ment Ltd, the organisers, announ-
ced yesterday during a press
conferenceheldatHeat,TheWater-
front inValletta.

The nominations will be held at
HeatonFebruary12andtheawards
nightwill takeplaceonFebruary27
at theMFCC,Ta’Qali.

Noelene Miggiani, director of
MermaidMediaEntertainmentLtd,
said: “Due to thedelay in thedate in
announcing the nominations, in
order to polish up the organisation
of the awards, calls from industry
players have been flowing in to
enquire if the awards were taking
place this year.

This is a great satisfaction for us
organisers and shows that those
involved appreciate these awards
and theymeana lot to them.”

“There’sanaimfor those involved
in television. It’s not just about pre-
senting a programme but it’s also
about looking forward to see how
much the time spent on organising
it is really appreciatedbyviewers. It
is a fact that those participating in
the awards are inspired by the
awards to start off a programme on
a television station,” Ms Miggiani
added.

Meanwhile, Mermaid Media
Entertainment Ltd director Silvio
Scerri said:“Thequalityof thisyear’s

programmesissogoodthat thewin-
ners of these awards are just unpre-
dictable. The competition is extre-
mely tight, all stationsare close.”

There are many good pro-
grammes currently being screened
including Bonaci Media’s 108 Live,
Generation, Xpress, Don’t Stop Me
Now, the breakfast show Żveljarin

and Seba’ Telef (7,000 stories on
Maltapresentedby JoeVella).

Dellijiet by V-Squared is a highly
popular police drama also being
submitted this year.

John Bundy currently holds the
BestDailyMagazineProgrammeof
the Year and Best Presenter of the
Year awards.

Heiscurrentlyhostingabreakfast
show called Bonġu Bundy on One
TV. The awards night last year
attracted around 148,000 viewers
and the awards are aimed at the
whole spectrum of local TV broad-
casting.

The organisers have appealed to
station managers and programme

presenters and producers to bring
forward any suggestions to be con-
sideredbytheorganiserswhichmay
have been overlooked during the
organisation stage. The awardswill
be screened on all local television
stations.

For more information visit www.
themaltatelevisionawards.com.

MaltaTelevisionAwardsforFebruary27

Rennie Schembri (left) andHeinrich Camilleri star in the thrilling police drama series Dellijiet. The programme, screened onTVMevery
Tuesday, is one of themanyprogrammeswhichmaybenominated for the awards.

January 15
deadline for
submissions
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